Elledge Mill Road, Mulberry Community, North Wilkesboro, Wilkes CO, NC

This is my recollection of the background based on discussions with my maternal
grandparents, James Blaine and Mary Jane (Burchett) Elledge and others. They moved on
this road about 1940 from McDowell Co, WV. Blaine had gone to McDowell about 1915 to
work in the coal mines from their home on Greenstreets Mtn in Wilkes Co, NC. The road
was named for the Joseph A. Elledge Mill that stood on Mulberry Creek toward the upper
end of their property. Apparently, it was in use for a number of years to grind corn into
cornmeal. There was a huge flood in 1917 that washed out the mill dam.

| have to digress to get into some genealogy to explain how | learned about the flood and it’s
results. Marie Elizabeth Elledge was the daughter of Joseph A. (the mill owner) and
Margarette Elledge. Marie married Asa Eugene Greene who had a daughter Pansy Mayre
Greene, born 3 Nov 1912. Sometime in the 1960’s, | talked with Pansy about the flood and
the mill. She said she did remember the incident. In fact, she witnessed the dam’s demise
standing on the hill overlooking the creek at the time. Remnants of the “base logs” are still
visible on one side of the creek. My Dad and | also found one of the grinding stones a short
distance below the dam site. It was a “sectioned” stone held together by an iron band.

Not only did the flood wash out their mill dam, it also flooded their log home located in the
bottom, in the curve of the road on the Bee Tree Branch side. This bottom was the site of an
Indian village. In later years, when my Grandfather Blaine Elledge plowed the land in
preparation for planting, the rain would reveal shards of pottery and other artifacts from the
past.

Later that same year, Joseph A. Elledge proceeded to build a house on the hill high above
Mulberry Creek on one side and Bee Tree Branch on the other. This house still stands today
and is home to another family. Joesph also used the logs from their cabin to build a barn on
that hill. It is also still there.

About 1939. My Grandfather Blain, while stillin WV, asked his brother Eugene Elledge to
purchase all of the Joseph A. Elledge property from Joseph’s son, Archie Elledge, a
prominent lawyer who then lived in Winston-Salem, NC. Eugene was to take the lower part
of the property further down Mulberry Creek and Blaine the upper 34 acres on which the
house stood. Blaine and Mary moved into this house in 1940 and lived there until their
deaths. During the time they lived there | spent many summers during the polio epidemics
of the1940’s with them. One event | witnessed was the construction by Grandpa of a corn
crib made from pine logs cut from the clearing of “New Ground”. It also stands to this day. |
was so lucky to be able to really know them. My Grandfather Blaine had more influence in
developing my character than even my parents.



About 1979, | purchased the 34 acres from my grandparents giving them a lifetime estate to
live there just as if were still their property. Unfortunately, Blaine passed away in September
1980, but Mary Jane remained there until 1989 at age 93. She decided to check herself into
the Senior Village in North Wilkesboro. She passed 4 yrs later in 1993 at age 97 having paid
the costs from the purchase funds | had given them.

When Mary Jane left the property, | proceeded to make a major investment to remodel the
house. My daughter and son-in-law, Leslie and Mark Sorrells, lived in the house for about 3
yrs while working with me in my business. My Dad and his second wife Betty moved there
about 1995 until his death in 2002. | later sold the property to the current owners.

Larry E. Smith
5 October 2025
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